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2019 Big Sky Economic Profile identifies local opportunities 
Unprecedented report from the Big Sky Chamber will be released during its Community Building Forum 

at Lone Peak Cinema, May 16 
 
BIG SKY, Montana (May 13, 2019)—Big Sky is open, and ready to welcome new businesses looking to startup or to relocate. 
That’s according to a new, first-ever Economic Profile of the Big Sky Resort Area District. This report highlights emerging 
opportunities, looks at the current state of business-supporting infrastructure and the industries driving growth, along with 
forecasts of what Big Sky is poised to become.  
 
“The Economic Profile is our business community’s new calling card,” explained Candace Carr Strauss, CEO of the Big Sky 
Chamber of Commerce. Written in partnership with Bridge Economic Development, a Portland, Oregon-based economic 
development consulting firm, with additional research provided by Dr. Paul Polzin, Director Emeritus of the Bureau of Business 
and Economic Research at University of Montana, the Economic Profile includes demographics, analysis of revenue centers and 
a guide to understanding the operating framework of Big Sky as a whole. “Our vision is to position Big Sky as the premier place 
in Montana to live, work, play and do business.” This report is aimed at assisting entrepreneurs, and attracting new and diverse 
businesses and investments, including those that would help flatten out Big Sky’s seasonality due to the tourism economy. 
 
Copies of the 2019 Big Sky MT, Economic Profile will be available at the Big Sky Chamber’s Community Building Forum at Lone 
Peak Cinema on May 16 from 6-8 p.m., or for digital download at: www.BigSkyChamber.com. 
 
Much of the data in the new Economic Profile was available previously, however it has never been presented comprehensively 
to tell the story of Big Sky from a business standpoint.   

“Good information on Big Sky’s economic environment is critical to good business decisions,” said Tim Kent, Branch President 
of First Security Bank. “I’m excited that the Big Sky Chamber has invested the time and resources to develop this Economic 
Profile for our community. It will be an essential tool in the future.” 
 
Dr. Polzin noted the conspicuous lack of local data when he presented at the 2019 Economic Outlook Seminar in Big Sky on 
March 14. Polzin said, “There is little information about the Big Sky economy because it is a census-designated place rather than 
a city or a town.” 
 
Town or no town, the new 2019 Big Sky, MT Economic Profile reports, “Big Sky shows its weight as an economic driver with a 
130% increase in bed tax revenue collected from 2008-2018. Statewide, Big Sky is ranked third only to Billings—the largest city 
in Montana, and Missoula—home to University of Montana.” 
 
The Economic Profile also zeroes in on commercial development as the second strongest industry in Big Sky, breaking down 
the community into five major retail areas and calculating total build-out percentages for different zones. For instance, the 
study found Big Sky Town Center to be half-way built out, currently with 120,000 sq. ft. of retail and restaurants and 45,000 sq. 
ft. of office space.  
 
 “We’re in a data-driven economy and until now we lacked data to help tell our story.  Now we have it,” Strauss said.  

As part of the U.S. Chamber’s National Infrastructure Week, the Big Sky Chamber is proud to partner with Beartooth Sign & 
Design and First Security Bank to convene community stakeholders to provide an update on current and future development 
projects in Big Sky. This public presentation is a great place for business owners, their employees, and the public at-large to hear 
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about Big Sky’s evolution to become a sustainable community and to engage in the Q&A following the speakers. National 
Infrastructure Week is a time for communities across the nation to unite around one message—America's future will be shaped 
by the infrastructure choices we make today, so let’s #BuildforTomorrow. 

 
Presenting organizations:   
 
- Big Sky Community Housing Trust 
- Big Sky Community Organization  
- Big Sky Medical Center 
- Big Sky Planning and Zoning 
- Big Sky Resort 
- Big Sky School District  
- Big Sky Town Center 
- Lone Mountain Land Company 
- NorthWestern Energy  
 
Location: 
Lone Peak Cinema 
50 Ousel Falls Rd. Big Sky 
Thursday, May 16 
6-8 p.m.  
 
 
About the Big Sky Chamber of Commerce 
  
The Big Sky Chamber of Commerce is a 501(c)(6) nonprofit membership organization representing 450+ businesses from throughout 
Gallatin and Madison Counties, Montana and the U.S. Serving as the VOICE of Big Sky business, the Big Sky Chamber CHAMPIONS a 
healthy economy and works collaboratively with community stakeholders (CONVENES) as a CATALYST to improve the overall quality 
of life in the region. Elevate Big Sky 2023, the Big Sky Chamber’s Strategic Plan, details its role as advocate working to create a 
positive business climate, encouraging community infrastructure investment and facilitating local governance for the Big Sky 
community. For more information visit www.bigskychamber.com 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


